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DID YOU  KNOW? 
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EĞƉŽƟƐŵ�ƌĞĨĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌƟĂůŝƚǇ�
ƚŽ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ͘��ƌŽŶǇŝƐŵ�ƌĞĨĞƌƐ�ƚŽ��������
ƉĂƌƟĂůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ 

There was a little Basset Hound     
Who hadn’t any notion                   
How long it took                            
From head to foot                              
To register emotion.                        
And so it was that when his eyes     
Were filled with tears and sadness   
His little tail kept wagging on              
Because of previous gladness! 

Pennsylvania is 
spelled incorrectly 
on the Liberty Bell 
AND in the U.S. 
Constitution. It   
only had one “n” 
instead of two, 
which was accepted 
at the time, but 
was still incorrect 

�������������In the middle of the 19th century, Chicago embarked on a 
quest to literally lift itself out of the mud. Water couldn’t drain 
from the low lying city, and its streets had become impassable 
swamps. The most reasonable solution, Chicago decided, was 
just to raise the entire city by 4 ft and in some places up to 14 
ft. 
Unlike most other cities, Chicago sat just a few feet above the  
water level of Lake Michigan. Water flows downhill, so building 
a system that properly drained all of Chicago’s stormwater and 
sewage would require a  lot of digging. That was deemed too  
expensive, and someone had the brilliant idea to just “lift” the 
city! George Mortimer Pullman, was the 26 year old engineer 
with the plan. 

Following a proposal from the Chicago Board of Sewerage          
Commissioners in 1855, the city passed an ordinance to raise 
the grade level of all the streets downtown and also along the 
river. For the next 20 years, the city gradually grew taller. 
Buildings were jacked up, new foundations laid underneath, 
and the streets filled in with dirt after the new sewer pipes were 
installed. 

Remarkably, life in the city went on as normal with the usual 
hustle and bustle of a big city. The Tremont House, Chicago’s 
most eminent 6 story hotel, was raised inch by inch over     
several days. The current guests, including a U.S. senator, 
were in their rooms or coming and going like normal! An entire 
half block of Lake Street was also lifted in a huge engineering 
feat. While this lifting of the city did not disturb the daily      
action, it DID draw a lot of tourists. 

 George Pullman hired 600 men to accomplish this epic  

Lifting an entire city! 
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WĞƚĞƌ�tŚŝƚĞ�ũŽŝŶĞĚ�ƵƐ�
ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϴ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�ƵƐƵĂůůǇ�
ƌŽŽĮŶŐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�
ŚĞůƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘�,Ğ�
ŝƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ŚĞƌĞ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�
ƐŽŵĞ�ǁŝƐĚŽŵ͊ 

                           Yesterday’s homerun does not win today’s game! 

 

16x60 Trading Post! This 
huge building is a great   
example of epic sizes we 
are capable of delivering! 

  

 

    City of Chicago continued  

task of lifting the city. They used as 
many 6,000 jackscrews at a time and 
placed them under the buildings, 
with 10 jacks assigned to each man. 
On the signal, each man turned the 
screws on his ten jacks one notch. 
The buildings went up a fraction of 
an inch. 

This process was repeated again and 
again over four days. Meanwhile, 
temporary timbers were placed under 
the buildings and new foundations 
constructed. Then the buildings were 
lowered into place. All this was 
smoothly done, while business inside 
the buildings went on as usual. Some 
buildings were lifted, placed on logs, 
and moved to a completely new       
location.  

All this was done for the purpose    
of creating a comprehensive storm 
water and wastewater system in the 
city, which was one of the first of its 
kind in the whole United States. The 
sewer pipes and storm drains were 
laid in place  directly on the old roads 
and then covered, bringing the level of the road up to 
the recently raised buildings.  

While all this was a great 
improvement, it presented 
another large problem: all 
the sewage now flowed 
freely into Lake Michigan 
and polluted the city’s 
drinking water. Once 
again, they came up with a 
solution to reverse the flow 
of the Chicago River in 
1900!.....but that is a story 
for another day and anoth-
er newsletter 
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What is it? 

    A series of     
numbers where 
each number is 
the sum of the 
two preceding    
numbers. 

 

COFFEE SHOP OF 
YOUR CHOICE        
drawing will be done 
6/30/2020 

$25


